
CHAPTER TWELVE

1. Looking attractive, the fire divine shines on earth,
glowing to bestow indomitable and giorious life. This
fire divine, by his vital powers, has become immortal
as the vigourful heaven has begot him.(l).

2. Night and dawn, different in form, and of one mind,
suckle one child together. He shines beautiful be-
tween heaven and earth. Wealth-bestowing bounties
of Nature support him, the fire divine.(t)

3. The wise creator, the Supreme Enlightement, arrays
himself in all forms. He brings forth what is good for
bipeds and quadrupeds. The adorable creator illu-
mines the heaven's high vault and continues to shine
even af ter the departure of the Dawn (the first flashes
of the inner con.science), (1)
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4. You are a fine-winged eagle. The trivrt hymn is your
head. The gayatra sAman is your eye. The brhat and
the rathantara sanruns ate your wings. The stoma
(praise hymn) is your self. The Vedic metres are your
limbs. The prose of yajuh ts your name. The
vamadevya samans are your body. The yajnayajfiiyarit
sllman is your tail and sacrificial fire-places are your
claws. O eagle, you are fine-winged; fly up in the sky
and soar up to the world of light.lt;

5. You are the (first) step of the sun, destroyer of rival-
ries. Ride on the gayatrlmetre and spread all over the
earth. (1) You are the (second) step of the sun, the
killer of arrogance. Ride on the tristubh metre and
spread all over the mid-space. (2) You are the (third)
step of the sun, slayer of enmity. Ride on the jagat[
metre and spread all over the sky.(3) You are the (fi-
nal) step of the sun, the slayer of malice. Ride on the
anustup metre (4) and spread all over the regions. (5)

6. The flre roars like the thunder in the sky, licking the
earth and engulfing the plants. Being born, he quickly
flares up and is known all around. He shines forth be-
tween heaven and earth. tt)

7. O fire divine, inclined to return towards us, come
back to me with longevity, lustre, progeny, wealth,
gifts, wisdom, riches and nourishment, 11 )
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8. O fire divine, the life-sap of living beings, may hun-
dreds be your comings and thousands your returns.
Now giving arnple nourishment, restore to us what we
have iost; bestow again riches on us.(1)

9. O fire divine, with nourishing food restore our vigour
alons with life. Aeain. save us from the sin. (l)

10. O adorable Lord, come back to us along with the
riches. Swell with your stream of grace which feeds
all on every side. (l)

11. O king, I have brought you here. Now you have en-
tered inside. May you remain here firm and unremov-
able. May altr the subjects like you. NIay your kingship
never fal1. rtt

12. O venerable Lord, loosen the bonds that hold me;
loosen the bonds upper, middle and lower. We.shall
obey your eternal laws, faitlifully follow your com_
mand and thereby avoid sin.t I )



Yajurveda Sarirhitd XII. I 7

13. Earlier, the great Lord stands abol.e dawns, coming
out of darkness along with the brilliant light. The fire
divine of the handsome form, dispelling darkness
with his rays, fills all the quarters with light as soon
as he is born.0i

14. He, the Lord, is the swan seated in cleanliness, the
wind (vasuj seated in mid-space, the priest seated on
the sacrificial aitar, the guest accommodated in the
house; He is seated in men, seated in righteousness,
seated in the sky, creator of waters, creator of earth,
creator of truth and creator of mountains; He is the
great eternal law.(l)

54t

15. O fire divine, knowing all worth knowing, be seated in
the lap of this mother. Do not scorch her with your
intense heat. Within her, may you shine with your
pure and bright light.(r)

16. O fire divine, you are seated in the lowerself in your
own abode, with your shining lustre. O omniscient,
warmed up with light, be gracious towards it (the
lower sel|. (r)

i7. O fire divine, be seated now being propitious to me,
as you are propitious. Making all the region.s propi_
tious, may you be seated here in your own abode.(tl
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18. First of all, this fire is created in heaven. Secondly,

this the omniscient, is created in us (the intellectual

persons). Thirdly, this beneficial for men, is gener-

ated in waters. A pious person praises and kee'ps it
burning continuouslY. (t I

19. O fire divine, we know your three forms divided in
three places. We know your forms maintained in vari-
ous stations. We know your name which is supreme

and most secret. We know even the source from
which you have sprung. (1)

2A. O fire, the friend of men (the creator) has kindled you

in the ocean; overseer of men (the Lord) has kindled
you in the waters of mid-space and in the breast of
heaven. As you stand on the third high region, the vi-
tal breaths fan you up in the lap of waters.(l)

21. The fire roars like thunder in the sky, licking the earth

and engulfing the plants. Being born, hb quickty flares

up and is known all around. He shines forth between

heaven and earth. (1)

22" Bestower of wealth, holder of riches, fulfiller of
wishes, protector of bliss, richness incarnate, l;on of
strength, glowing in waters, he shines enkindl:d be-

fore dawns. (1)
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23. The fire divine, whom the five categories of men wor-
ship, is the ensign of all; he is the germ of the uni-
verse.; he fills the heaven and earth as soon as he is
born; and passing over, tears off even the hard
rocks.(l r

24. That beautiful, purifying, unfriendly to sinners, full of
wisdom and immortal fire divine has been established
within the mortals. Sustaining the whole universe, he
throws up irritating smoke while he fills the sky with
pure brilliance.(l)

25. Looking attractive, the fire divine shines on earth,
glowing to bestow indomitable and glorious life. This
fire divine by his vital powers has become immortal
as the vigourful heaven has begot him.tl'l

26. O adorable Lord, O divinity with pleasing brilliance,
this sacrificer has presented to you today a cake pre-
pared with melted butter. O most youthful, may you
iead him to greater fcrrtune and to the bliss which is
enjoyed by the enlightened ones. (t)

27, A adorable Lord, at every sacrifice bless the
sacrificer with a share of your grace. Favc-rur hirn at
everv song of praise. By the sun and by the fire, may
he be biessed with chil<lren and grandchildren.rtr
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28. O adorable Lord, worshipping day in and day out,

sacrificers obtain all the covetable riches. Yearning for
spiritual wealth, being in your company, the wise sages

have discovered the path of the enlightened ones. (l)

29" Bestower of happiness and benevolent to all men,

protector of bltss, tire adorable Lord has been praised

by the sages. We hereby invoke heaven and earth free

from malice. O bounties of Nature, may you bless us

with eood sons as well as riches. (1)

30. Kindle the fire with dried wood and arouse the new-

comer (i.e. the fire) with ciarified butter. Then place
. your offerings on it (l)

31. O fire divine, may ail the enlightened ones uphold you
u'ith their sincere thoughts. O beautiful to look at, rich
in brilliance, may you be gracious to us. (1)

32. O fire blazing with light, move forth with your propi-
tious flames. Shining with mighty rays, may you not
destroy creatures with the physical forrn. (1)

33. The fire roars like thunder in the sky,licking the earth

and engulfing the plants. Being born, he quickly flares
up and is known all around. He shines forth betrveen
heaven anci earth. rt'i
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34. The adorabie Lord hears the invocations of the
sacrificer, who offers obiations. He shines with in-
tense light like sun. In the battles, he stands against
the eneniy. May that divine guest shine for us be-
nigntry.1tl

35. O waters divine, hold this illuminating light and keep
him in a delightful place in a world of fragrance. May
the good wives, bearers of children, bow to hirn in
reverence and keep him in waters as a mother keeps
her son. (l)

36. O fire. your piace is in the waters and you force your-
self in the herbs. Having entered them, you are bom
again out of them.(l)

37. A fire, you are ernbryo of herbs; you are embryo of
trees. You are embryo of all the beings dnd you are
embryo of waters. (1.)

38. O fire, in the form of illuminating light, having
reached your abode, the waters ,and the earth and hav-
ing been united with your mothers, may you be seated
here again radiating light. 111

39. O fire divine, having reached your abode,.the waters
and the earth, the most propitious, sleep as if in the
lap of the mother. rt)
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40. O fire divine, with nourishing food, restore our vigour
along with long life. Again, save us from sin. 1t;

41, O adorable Lord, come back to us along with riches'

Swell with your stream of grace which feeds all on

every side. (l)

42. A ever-youthful and mighty adorable Lord, may you

listen to my most reverential and earnestly recited

hymns. Whilst some praise you and others defy you, I

would continue to sing your splendid glory, since I

love you and revere You so much. (t)

43. He, the learned and bounteous, knou's our intentions.
O master and liberal donor of riches, may you fight
against our enemies. tl) i dedicate rt tg the Master-

' technician. (2)

44. O fire divine, may the mature, adult and young sages

rekindle you, and so aiso, O bestorn'er of wealth, the

priests at the sacrifices. N{a1' y''ou swell your form
with melted butter. May the vrishes of the sacrificer
come out true. (1)

45. Go away, depart and move off from this place, old and

new, whosoever have been here. The ordainer Lord
has provided shelter on the earth to this sacrificer and
the elders have orovided this world for him, (i)

55r
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46. You are the comprehensive knowledge, fulfiller of
one's wishes. May your wishes be fulfilled in me.(l;
You are the glow of fire; you are rhe mould of fire. (2t
You put in order; you put in order all around; you put
in order right upward; may it be a sheltei for you r3)

47. This is the fire divine, frorn rvhich that bliss was ex-
tracted, which the resplendent Lord, rvith a longing
desire, placed deep in Himself. O ornniscient, winner
of thousand.s of spoils like a courser, you are praised
by the sacrificers in prayers. 1r1

48. O adorable l-ord, ob"lect of all worshrp, vour lustrc,
which is apparent in helven, on earth, in herbs antl in
waters, and with u'hich 1'ou spread lhe rvhole vast
mid-space, that light is iiluminating, fast-moving and
ot,erseeing the actions of men. t I t

49. O adorable Lord, you approach up to the celestral ir'a-
ters and you approach the bountres of Nature, that
urge our senses. \'ou approach ali those waters that
exist far beyond the blazing sphere of the sun as u,ell
as those that are beiou' it. rl)
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50. May the respected iearned persons, full of mutual
friendship and free from malice, come and participate
in this sacrifice. May they partake here of wholesome

and abundant food. (1)

51. O adorable Lord, bestow on me, the sacrificer, the sa-
cred speech, accomplisher of manifold activities, and
lasting competence of sense-organs. May we have a
son, with his son, u'ith a long line of descendants. O

Lord, may we have the excellent wisdom rvhich is
yours. (1)

52. O fire divine, this is the place of your seasonal birth.
Born here, you shine all over. Knowing that, rise high
and make our riches grow. (1)

53. O brick, you are laid in order. Be seated firmly along
with that radiant divinity. (l) You are laid all around in
order. Be seated firmlv alons with that radiant divin-
it\,. (2)

54. O brick, may you fill the space. May you fill the gap.
May you be seated here firmly. The resplendent Lord,
and the adorable I-ord, as well as the Lord Supreme
have set you in this abode. (l)
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59. O fire clivine, you are
bestower of riches and
regions propitiOus, may
rn your own abode. ti I

benevolent to all creatures.
nourishment. Making all the
you come here and be seated
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55. The multicolou-red rays, coming from the three lumi-
nous regions of .space, along iviih water and nutrients,
enrich the vital sap every year for people. fi)

56. All our praise.s magnify cod, wh. is as vast as the
ocean" and the most valiant leader of warriors to con_
quer evil forces and who is the protector of the virtu_
ous. (l)

57. M?y both of you unite with each orher; be of onethinking; be dear to each other and pleasing to 
"u"tother and friendly, residing together with abundance

of food and vigour. rt;

58. I have made minds, actions and firoughts of both ofyou accordant to each other,s. O adoiable Lord, be_nevolent to creatures, may you be our sovereign; mayyou bless the sacrificer with food and vigour.-it y r

60. May borh of you (the sacrificor and his wife) be ofone mind towards us; bo:E of one thought unO frr.from sins. Do not violate ,h, 
"u"ritt"e, nor injure thesacnficer. Ma;'' both of ;5ru, the knowers of alr, bepropitious for us n )
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61. Just as a mother bears her son, the earth in the form of

fire pan, bears the fire, beneficial for animals, within

her womb. May the creator God, the supreme

Mechanic, in accordance with all the bounties of Na-

ture and the seasons, deliver her. (1)

62. O distress divine, go and seek him, who does not offer

oblations or who does not perform sacrifice' Follow

the thieves and robbers wherever they go' Seek others

than us. May this be your way. We bow in reverence

to you. (l)

63. O distress of severe intensity, our utmost reYerence

be to you. lvlay you cut off our this iron bond'
Accordnat with the fire divine and earth, may you lift
the sacrificer to the highest bliss. (1)

64. O terrible one, in whose mouth I offer oblations for
release from these bonds, and whom people hail as

earth (bhilnrl); you as such I know to be the distress in
(nirrti) ali aspects. (t)

55, The unbreakable noose, rvhich the distressdivine had

put around your neck, I hereby cut off as if from the

middle of your life-span. Now being permitted, you

may eat this food. Our obeisance to that grace, which
accomplishes this. (l)
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66. Establisher of the sacrificer in his ho-use, and gatherer
of treasures for him, the fire divine oversees all the
creatures as well as their actions. He is true to law as

the Creator God. As the resplendent Lord He stands
fast against the adversaries in the struggle. (l)

67. Seers, perseverers with the desire to gladden the en-
lightened ones, bind the traces ofploughs and put yokes
on both the sides. fll

68. Bind the traces of ploughs; put yokes on the bullocks;
having made the furrow, sow the seed in it. With the
labour gf men, may the stalks be crowned with well de-
veloped grains and may the ripened harvest corne close
to our sickle. (l)

69. May ploughs with fine shares turn up the farmland with
ease; may the ploughmen go alongwith the bullocks;
may the sun and the wind, pleased witir our offerings,
make plants bear good fruit for us. 1l)

70. May the furrow be irrigated with sweet water by the
grace of all the bounties of Nature and the winds. O
vigour-bestowing furrow, being filled with water, may
you provide us with plenry of milk.'(r)
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7i. Sharp-shared piough along with the spade of the
sacrificer brings happiness. It provides hiur- with cow
and sheep, young and plump, and fast-moving chariot-
horse. (t)

72. O granter of wishes, grant your blessings to friend, to
the enforcer of law, to the army-chief, to the healers, to

the nourisher, [o the people and to the plants. (l)

73. O inviolable carriers on the godly way, may you be
unyoked. We have crossed the darkne-ss and entered
into the light. 1t.r

74. The year is associated with months and half months. (1)

The dawn is associated with reddish rays. (2) The twin-
healers are associated with their treatments. (3) The sun
is associated with his fast courser. (4) The fire, benefi-
cial to all men, is as.sociated with verses of praise and
melted butter. Svaha. (5)

75. I know one hundred
which have sprung
enligntened men and
the world. rt't

and seven habitats of the herbs,
up three ages earlier than the
which can sustain the people of

76. O mother herbs, hundreds are your habitats and
thousands your different strains. May you, who have
hundreds of properties, cure this my patient of his
disease. 1t;

77. O herbs, may you be glad and joyful,laden with florvers
and fruit. Like war-horses, may you be quick-acting,
remo\ier of diseases and ieading us successfuily across
the distress. ft)
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78. O herbs, you are mothers divine; so I pray through you;
O Lord, may I have with your blessings horse, cow,
clothing and a healthy body. 1l)

79. Your abode is on the holy fig tree: and on the panto
(butea frondosa; palaia ) is your residence. you have
been sent to the earth, so that you may save (sick)
man. (1)

80. Around whom the herbs are collected, like kings in
their assembiies, that wise one is called a physician,
dispeller of ills and distroyer of diseases. (t)

81. Aphrorlisiacs and tranquilizers, stimulants and tonics, I
have brought all the herbs here for removing the di.s_
ease of this patient. fl)

82. O Lord, healing powers of these herbs come out like
cows from a cow.stall. By your blessings they are
bestowers of wealth and a healthy body. 1l)

83. O herbs, reliever is your mother's name, and you also
are relievers. You grow up along with the foodgrains,
and spread all around. May you keep away all that
whicli causes diease. f tt

84. Like thieves invading a cow-srall, when these herbs in-
vade the diseases in body from all the sides, they drive
away every malady whatsoever exists there. fi)

85' As soon as I take up these herbs in my hand to restore
the strength of the patient, the soul of the wasting <iis_
ease is destroyed, just as a condemned creature dies
before its time. {t)
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86. O herbs, from the body of the patient'

spread, timb by limb and joint by joint'

ease, like a sharpshooter hitting the vital

567

in whom You
expel the dis-
parts. (l)

8?. O malignant disease, fly away with the blue jay making

'ki ki ki ki'sound. Fly with impetuous speed of the

wind, taking with you all the distress and pain away' (l)

88. O herbs, may each one of you help the other; rnay each

assist the effect of the other. Thus all of you, being in

full accord, make my this word true' (.1)

89. All the herbs, fruit-bearing as well as fruitless'

flowering as well as flowerless, have been created by

the Lord Supreme. May they relieve us of pain and

disease. (l)

90. N{a1' they release me from the sins, committed by

Ureat<ing of vow' or committed against the Lord of

law. May they release me from the fetters of death

and from all the sins committed against the bounties

of Nature. (l)

91. Descending from heaven to earth, the herbs say among

themseives:"Theman,inwhomthereisstillsomelife'
does not die, if we get into him'" (l)

92.ofsomanymedicinalherts,whichhavegladciening
effect and which have hundreds of virtues, you are the

best. May you be enough to tulfil our wish and bestow

joy on our heart. (l)
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93. The herbs which are known for their gladdening effect
and grow in various parts of this earth, all of them are
created by the Lord Supreme; may they confer their
healing virrue on this herb. (r)

94. Those who are within hearing of my this invocation a-s

well as those who are at a long distance, may all tho_se
creeping plants assemble here and co.fer their virtue
on this herb. rl

95. May he be far from harm, who digs you up as well as he
for whose sake I dig. May all our bipeds and quadru_
peds be free froni every disease. (l)

96. The herbs sav to the bli,ssful l_'rd, their sovereign: ,.O

Lord, rve .save the man, $,hose treatnent a nghteous
expen undertakes." (l )

97. O medicinal herb, you are ctestroyer of tuberculcsis,
haemaroids, arid pathologicai grr"i*.ths of botJy. frl"r._
over, vou destray a hundred types of crnsumption an,J
Feptic ulcers. {t)

98. Experi physlcians have dug vou out. O nedicinal herb,
having obtained !"ou. the affiuent, rhe influenriar and the
luxuritius pnnce get.s currld of consumption. t I I
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99. C neCicinai irerb, you are the conqueror, Co*quer ail
rny enemies: fonquer rherse who want to fight against
fiie; couquer ali the evil. it)

l0C). h{av ire enj,;'v a iong iife, O n:edicinal herb, who cliss
'!'ou out, as weii as he, tor whom I tiig 5,ou u,"rt. Now,
rnay ),ou aiso irave a iong life and grc,w up sending oni
a hundred shoots. n)

10i. O meclicinal plant, v{}u are the be.st of ali. Tree,s are
t,our.sul-rordinate_s. fulay the ciisease that wants to harrn
us, bu in oul control. fi i

102. |,,{ay [{e, *'ho is lhe creator of the earth, ant] u,ho, the
rnitiator ;f true laws. 1_ieri,acjes lhe helven, and who, in
:he heginning. created pieasi:rg v.,&ters, never in-iure
rne. "fo that God do n,rr of ier our oblation"s. r I r

:71

103. U earth, be benign tr-r us rvitli
sacr:fice. "Ihe fire. ir:ipelieci
nrounted your skin. ( I )

waters brougirt b5r the
by tire creaior, ha.s

t04. O atlori:irle Lorri. whater,er is brilirant in you, rvhat_
ever blissful, rvhatever pure and rvhaiever sacrificial,
bdng that her* for the eniightenci ones, (r)

105, iiere I iu-:,e brc.'ught food and fuel fc;r fire, the abode of
.3ternal law anci the .streanr oftremendous energy. May
It penetrate inio nry' sense-organs as ,,vell as into mv
bociv. i herebv quit despondencl,caused by hunger and
sickness. r1)
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107, With purifying lustre, rvith bright lustre, with im-
mense lustre, you rise up with your brilliance. Like a
son helping his parents, you support and fulfil both the
heaven and earth, tl)

108. O omniscient, maintainer of strength, established with
good actions, rejoice with our praises. In you are trea_
.sured foods of various kinds, protective in wonderful
ways and of the finest strain. ( I )

109. O blazing immortal fire divine, may you, who shine
with a pleasing fonn, flourish ruling over creafures.
Bestorv dches on us and thus make our victorious ac_
tions fruitful. 1r;
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106. O fire divine, great is your glory and life-activity. O
rich in brilliance, your tlames blaze up. O far_sighted
sage, shedder of bright rays, you bestow ,xrJllent
food along with strength on the philanthropic
sacrificer. (l)

i 10. On the rvorshipper, who is keen to periorm the sacn_
fice, who is scrupulous and who has vast finance.s un_
der his controi, you bestorv gift of great and desirable
nches. You provide hirn *,ith abundant and pleasing
food as rveil as the wealth erernal. u I
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I i l. \[ifh speech cf praises, O fire divine, men sin.:e ages
i.or thell welfare have been invoking you, the rnitiator
of law, graird, vlewer of ail, responsive {o prayers, th.e

nlo.st e;rteniiivs, 364 the divinity incamate. il)

i12. () !:!issl'ril l,cid" may )/ou wax here. Ma1,a.ll the
powe*i c1- 'n'ig<iur corne and unite in you. May you be
tile meir!.lng point of strength. qll

i l11. Ma;r the ii:rrv dnnks
r0rne the sirength and
rogant foes O blissful
ity, ma1, 'v't;u attain the

cilnte to you and may to you
manly vigour, O suhduer ,:f ar-
Icrd, waxing to gain irnmortal-
greatest glories in heaven. ilJ

I14. {:} most giaddening bhssfui l-r:rd, rvax great with all
your ravs. Mav you be our friend, encouraging lls ut_
m()si to prcspcriry t i ;

115. C adoratrle {_,ord. rhis child (ttre.sacrific:er) draws back
ytiur rnind even from the loftiest abode, with his
prlryei f uii of yeaining ibr you^ il)

i 16" O ariorable Lord, radiant supreme, all well-accommo-
dated leople lnecitate on you in various ways to get
tlieir desires fuifilled. r I r

tr 17. Ttre ;rdc*ble l,orrj, desire of all that was, and desire of
all lhai is lc be. srhines fbrth in abodes pleasing to Him
in His nrltchtess inai*str' il i


